
We continue our travels among the most interesting 
vineyards and wineries in Italy. Our goal -  to meet face to face those 
who are shaping new Italian wines, finding fresh approaches to a 
traditional grape or a region. Some are young, hut many are well along 
in years. The majority inherited family firms and did not attend 

university courses in the field, but are not the sort who rest on their 
laurels. Instead, they spend month after uninterrupted month in their 
vineyards and cellars, taking vacations that consist of grueling 
promotional tours in Italy and abroad. Powerful personalities, 
tenacious, sometimes visionaries and incurably romantic, they have 
managed to change the world around them and create new. fascinating 
wines. 1 hey resemble each other in their love of wine and their 
devotion to their work. And all are convinced that they have not 
finished exploring the potential of their land.
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Maurizio Zanella

The Italian Bubble King
W hen he s ta rte d , he w a s ju s t a n o th e r D a d d y ’s little  d a rlin g , a rich  

yo u n g  m an w h o  loved  w in e  and  v ineyards, b u t to d a y  he is o ne  o f th e  

m o s t re sp e c ted  p ro fe ss io n a ls  on th e  Ita lian scene. F ra n c ia co rta  e n jo ys  

th e  p re s tig io u s  Im age th a t It d o e s  large ly th a n k s  to  M au riz io  Zane lla . 

T here  w ere  ve ry fe w  p e o p le  o f any n a tio n a lity  th a t had heard th is  

z o n e ’s nam e fifteen  ye a rs  ago, b u t to d a y  F ranc iaco rta , th e  

C h a m p a g n e  o f Italy, is on every w in e -lo v e r’s m ap. M au riz io  Z a ne lla  

has b e co m e  th e  R em y K rug, th e  A n to in e  B illeca rt, th e  J e a n -C la u d e  

R ouzaud  o f b u b b le s  Ita lian -s ty le . P erhaps he  has a cc o m p lis h e d  even 

m ore  th a n  th e se  re n ow ned  m en, beca u se  th e y  all to o k  o ve r a lrea d y - 

e s ta b lish e d  firm s. M auriz io  b u ilt C a ’ de l B o sco  on  h is  ow n , b r ick  by 

b rick , v ineya rd  b y  v ineya rd , one  shak ing  ta b le  a t a tim e . M o s t o f all, he 

had  to  c o n s tru c t th e  z o n e ’s im age  b y  h im se lf, w ith  th e  d rive , se n s itiv ity  

and  sa vvy  th a t o n ly  a tru e  w in e  e n thu s ia s t can su m m o n  up, a b o ve  and  

b e yo n d  any fin a n c ia l in ce n tive s  th a t co m e  in to  play. T h is  a ch ie v e m e n t 

requ ired  years o f d e vo te d  w o rk  and  m ass ive  in je c tio n s  o f cash .

Z ane lla , on ly  tw e n ty ls h  a t th e  end  o f th e  seventies, had b o th  ene rgy

and m on e y to  in ve s t in his pe t p ro jec t. The  resu lts  w e re  e n co u ra g in g  

rig h t fro m  th e  s ta rt. The  f irs t P ino t d i F ranc iaco rta , as it w as ca lle d  at 

th e  tim e , q u ic k ly  b e ca m e  a cu lt w ine . W ith  th e  1981 v in ta ge  ca m e  th e  

w in e  labe led  M auriz io  Zanella , a red m ade  from  C a b erne t S auv ignon  

a nd  M e r lo t th a t w as as innova tive  and revo lu tiona ry  as S assica ia . It 

w a s  fo llo w e d  b y  a m o n u m e n ta l b a rriqu e -a g e d  C h a rd on n a y th a t has 

a lw a ys been co n s id e re d  one  o f the  very be s t in th e  w o rld  o u ts id e  o f 

B urgundy. O ne o f h is la tes t ven tu res is P inèro, m ad e  fro m  P ino t Nero 

g ra p e s  g ro w n  on  very d iff ic u lt te rra in . It Is the  on ly  one  th a t has n o t ye t 

h it a b u ll’s eye. M ean tim e , the  firm  has g row n  co n s id e ra b ly  and  in 

re ce n t yea rs new  ca p ita l and  new  m a n p o w e r have p roved  necessary. 

T h e  yo u th fu l in d iv id u a lis t o f th e  seven ties has b e co m e  a true  

en trepreneur, w ith  an im p o rta n t Ita lian financier, C o u n t Paolo 

M a rzo tto , as h is pa rtne r. Today, tw e n ty  years a fte r its  fo u nd in g , 

M a u riz io  Z a n e lla ’s C a ’ de l B osco  is th e  m os t p re s tig io u s  w in e ry  in th e  

F ra n c ia co rta  zone , and  one  o f th e  m o s t in te res ting  In th e  en tire  

coun try .
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