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THE SEXY INTERVIEW

GEORGE
CLOONEY

He kicked off the year in dapper
style to accept his first-ever
Oscar, but on this cool L.A. eve-
ning, George Clooney is movie-
star dazzling in an offhanded
way: jeans, scuffed Harley motor-
cycle boots, ablack tee and a
green rubber bracelet that reads
“Not on Our Watch,” a reference
to his activism on behalf of the
troubled Darfur region of Sudan.
He’s just caught a screening

of Ocean’s 13 (due next summer)
and exchanged a friendly hello
with Clint Eastwood, whose
office is next door. Now Clooney
settles into a leather chair in his
own modest office (think basket-
balls and a plastic Batman mug)
to sit down and chat with West
Coast bureau chief Elizabeth
Leonard. Relaxed and gracious,
Clooney, 45, is thoroughly the
Hollywood gentleman—and,
now, the Sexiest Man Alive 2006.

Photograph by JAMES WHITE

GEORGE ANSWERS THE
BIG (AND NOT-SO-BIG)
QUESTIONS

What'’sit like tc go on a date with you? 1 don't
go on that many dates, because the truth is, anytime you
go out in public with a girl when you're well-known, there
are pictures of you everywhere and it’s like you're a thing.
Somostly I spend time getting to know people at work or
aparty at a friend’s aouse efore I'm willing to go out to
arestaurant and get clobbered by photographers. It puts
so much pressure on datiag immediately, and you just
g0, “Uh, sorry”—you're just always apologizing.

What’s your perfect first date? Not getting
your picture in the paper. The second date, take your
hits—but it would bz nice to see if you have anything in
common before it’s ‘n the naper.

What’s your “type”? All different types.... Every-
body says this, but sense of humor is No. 1 for me. It’s
certainly what’s most attractive. It’s not the first thing
you notice at 21, but it’s the Sirst thing you notice now. You
also have to have a sense of humor about my life. It
certainly has had an effect on relationships, but I would
betless of an effect than my own issues or insecurities. You
can’t really blame outside “orces for things not working
out. You have to take some responsibility.
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You told Barbara Walters back |
in 1995 that “I'll never marry !
again.” Have you changed your |
mind? The truth is, I haven’t softened |
my position on anything, but it’s not
something I deal with on a regular basis. |
Who knows? I've been married [in the |

early '90s, to actress Talia Balsam]. It’s
not something I'm looking out for. The
truth is, I'm really happy. People always
go, “Aren’t you afraid of being alone or
dying alone?” And I just go, “I've also
been in relationships where I’'ve been
shockingly alone.” I don’t agree with
the idea that you have to have that or

and my most unhappy in relationships.
I have family and friends and people I
care very much about. I've got a really,
really, really good life.

6 61t’s not something
I sit around saying:
‘T'm never having kids!
I'm never getting
married!” That’s not
how I live my life. My
life is really about
work and friends and
those kinds of things”

Will you ever have kids? 1 think
it’s the most responsible thing you can
do, to have kids. It’s not something to
be taken lightly. I don’t have that gene

that people have to replicate. But every- |
thing in my life has changed over time. |

What do you love about Italy?
I think people in Italy live their lives
better than we do. It’s an older country,
and they’ve learned to celebrate dinner
and lunch, whereas we sort of eat as
quickly as we can to get through it.
We’re constantly going—work, work,
work. Italians have taught me about

stopping,.
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What have Zou learned from
your family? My father [broadcast
journalist Nick Clooney], my mother
[Nina], my aunt [the late singer Rose-
mary Clooney]—they all had talent, but
they also had that thing that I've always
admired: the willingness to get beat
up for the right reasons. I always liked
that, and that’s one of those things
you aim for in life. In my family we’ve
all flopped pretty badly over the years
at times, and that’s always okay. What
wouldn’t be okay is to fail in integrity.
When we were growing up [in Ken-

i tucky], it was the middle of the civil
it's a failed life. I've been my most happy |

rights movement and we were around
people who were certainly fairly big-
oted at times. And I remember if some-
one would even just make a reference
to “those people,” my sister and I knew
to start pounding the food if we were
out at a restaurant, because my dad

i was going to make a scene and we were

going to leave. That happened all the
time. As a kid, I was kind of embar-
rassed by it. As an adult, I am immense-
ly proud of it.

How does it feel to grow older
in HO“YWOOd? Ifeel asif I'm gently
working my way into being a charac-
ter actor along the way. I like it. And I
vacillate whether I can pull off [play-
ing] the leading man anymore. You look
at Brad [Pitt] and Matt [Damon] and
Don [Cheadle], and they all look pretty
much the same after six or seven years
[of shooting the Ocean’s series]. I'm
probably the least mature of all of
them, but I'm still the dad figure. They
always give me s---. It’s always like,
“Okay, old man.”

Will you ever run for office?
No. I can get more done from where I
am on issues than I could trying to
make policy. I don’t have to compro-
mise on anything. I don’t have to worry
about alienating anyone. I can go in
headfirst.

. What'’s your take on celebrity
: swag? I don’t need a phone with
! sequins on it—it makes actors look bad.




On his serzen saver:
A piczure of Ty two bulldogs
Bud and Low soth of whorm have
pass=d away They're Jone but

| keep them 21 my screen caver
beczuse thev'-e my Huddies.

On his iPod: I'm rzally fond
of =kis kid Petzr Cincotti and of
Michael Bukle. Thev sing come
of :ke same arrangerments that
my Aunt Rosemary used to do.

| just downlcaded 25 or 30
soncs fram iTunes fFfem a sunck

of Resemrary’s alburs because

| did="t really nave mv version
of her greatest hits. There are
certa n songs she did better
then anybocy. She has a version
of ‘Don’t Fenze Me In” that is
miad-bogglrgly gead.

On his TiVo: Jo1 Stewart.
| always put an the three network
news chaanels. Keitk Olbermanr
| stll bbve Leiterman. “he Cffice.

In his shower: A steam
roort Grow rg up, ©my early
20s, we'c gc 1o the Zesert Inn
and :1ey had this great steam
rocr, so | bult one ~here

is eucalyptu: for the steam and
then 3 big tub of generic sham-
podznd some generc condi-
tione~. | kave 1o hai- oroducts
and ~o g-ea- groorring habits.
| use vory seap. But | have an
ole-Lashionec shaviag brush,
and ,ou can cet a rezlly good
foem going «ith the soap. | like
the narmel disposablz razors.

In his refrigerator: 3urrito
mek:ngs. | abvays heve tor:illas,
greund beel 3 little lettuce and
toraro and salsa arc cheese,
You man make an ertre maal in
sever minutes. Throw it al
together, witk- guacamole: And
it mazes me kappy smen | eat it
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| have one tux. Just
one. It’s a single-button
(Armani). There'sony
one mristake guys can
make, and that is to
try to do anything
fancy. Just put cn a tux
Jus: put a tie on, put

a plain shirt on, don't
weszr & bolo tie, and
dor’t wear a curime--
burd *hat’s crazy.
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GEORGE’S WORLD

He fills in the blanks—with lots of surprises

My first ear was...
a 1976 Monte Carlo. It
was maroon and all
covered in rust. It
had a Landau top,
but it peeled off.

The medical term I |
still remember from |
ER is. .. “supraventricular |
tachyarrhythmia” [a fast
heart rate]. | did 20 takes
and never got it right.

| still wake up in the middle
of the night screaming :
“supra..."” and I've never
gotten it wrong since.

The first thing 1

read in the morning |
is... The New York Times. |

Always. | start with the front |
page and then go right
to the op-ed.

Between Brad and !
Angelina, I'd rather |
be piloted by...
Angelina. She’s got more
experience. | was watching |
one of the entertainment
shows and watched Brad
bounce the plane along the
tarmac five or six times. |
talked to him the next day
and told him | am not flying
with him. He's actually get-
ting really good at it. But for
now, I'll go with Angelina.

I found my villa in
Lake Como, Italy,
when.. .| was motor-
cycling through the Alps. . . .
It was the most beautiful
house I'd ever seen. With-

i out question, it's the best
i thing I've ever done in my
I life in terms of lifestyle.
You've got to disappear

i sometimes.

An ex-girlfriend is

i good for... alotof
things. It’s all very good,

i because | get along with

i them. They're good for

i advice. I've been very lucky

no great animosity.

I keep my

Oscar...ina

=i

It has a bunch of
books by people |
like, and it has a cou-

i ple of Golden Globes and
SAG awards. It's not a place
i where people really go. 'm
{ proud of it, but it's not

i something you go in and

{ polish up every day.

| The movie that

makes me cry is...
Batman and Robin.

I get my hair cut
every ... month, by
Waldo. He's one of my
closest friends for 15 years.
He worked on ER.

I got my first gray
hair at...18. It was

tiny room, a library.

i in that sense because there’s |

shocking. And then | looked

over at my dad, who | was
this exact replica of, and he
was completely gray at 35.
| thought, “Oh man.” I've
never dyed it.

What I did most at
Northern Kentucky
University was...
avoid going to class. It was
1979, so it was the end of

My .
favorite
cocktail
is...

vodka and soda,
unless | am in Italy.
| drink Absolut.
I’'m old-school
that way. But the
entire summer

in Italy | drink red
wine. | drink my
friend Maurizio
Zanella’s wine.
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: ) George's
dream girl:
' Sophia

\

the disco era and it was so
excitingtogooutandgoto !
clubs. The drinking age was 18. |

My father taught

me . .. most things.

If there were a fire in
my house, I would
take. .. Max [his 17-year-
old potbellied pig]. He moves
very slowly now. He's like Tim
Conway in The Carol
Burnett Show.

He's my longest
relationship.

When

a date

meets

Max,
they...are not
surprised. Most people know |
have a pig. | will tell you,
though, because he sleeps
across the front doorway, you
literally have to step over him
to get into the house. People
never know if he’s dangerous
or not. He's not.

Watching Brad and
Matt with their kids... :
is really natural. | knew they
were going to have kids. There !
was no question they were
going to do it. They're great
kids and a lot of fun. They're
immensely happy. It's amazing.
On the [Ocean’ 13] set, every-
one had kids. Julia [Roberts]
shows up with her two kids to
visit. Casey [Affleck]'s got his

kids everywhere.

i like, “I drove by this 21-year-

i reverse in his face.” It makes
i you feel like a king.

o -

_..,__,,_._—-"'"-

i The last time I was

: rejected by a woman
| was...|don't know. | don't
i approach them, really. My

My all-time celebrity !
dream date would
be... Sophia Loren. Ohmy !
God. | met her in Milan. She’s
unbelievably beautiful, un-
believably fun. She walksina |
room and there’s no question
that a giant movie star has

walked in. | don’t think we

have stars like that anymore. !

On the set, my
favorite sport to
play is... basketball. In
your head, you're still 18.
I'll be on the phone and
someone will say, “What're !
you doing today?” and I'll be :

old with my left today, made a

turkey, the whole thing. And
people come to my
house for tacofest.
The boys come
over to play
basketball,

and then later

the wives come |

and we all watch a

i evolved mostly

JHE =L DUERVIEWD

relationships have Cycling

through
the set of
Ocean’s 13

out of friendships.
But I've said “Hey,

let’s go to dinner”

before, and they've

 said no plenty of
| times.

: I work out...
i every single day.

! Onthe elliptical

{ machine or the
bicycle, or I'll ride
i my bike up and

i down the hill or

i something. Seven

days a week, it's an

hour a day no

i matter what | do.

{ It's less about vanity
\ and more about

i My signature meal is... !
tacofest, on Sundays, and
Thanksgiving and Christmas

i [dinners]. Christmas at my

i house is huge: stuffing, gravy,

just physically

i being able to do
i the things you
{ want to do.

| When I’'m in

i the tabloids...
i lusually don't
notice anymore.

{ The funniest thing
is that recently a

| story came out

i that | was with

some girl from

! Deal or No Deal
! movie. This Sunday we're watch- |
| ing Borat. I've been through life
with these people. I've been
i best man at their weddings,
I'm godfather to a bunch of

t the kids. It's a close-knit family. prank was...

There were so

i many. It's a constant
i battle of evil,

i rotten things.

whom | had never

even met.

| On the

! Ocean’s sets,
: my favorite

mororcycles. But

90 percent of the tima
| ride motorcycles. |
have e Harley, an Indian
and a sika called an
Exilz t-at’s & choppe-.

R e
- My second language is...

 Italian. Well, I'm learning. | have been studying

: for four years. But if you get a couple of drinks in

| you, it’s easier to speak. | think it’s a confiderce

| thing. And | have absolutely no confidence in it.

{ But if I've had a couple glasses of wine, | can

kid. Id sit there, and therewere | haVe a conversation, or enough of one. Or fake
i it. You can use your hands a lot to talk . . .
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BECOMING GEORGE

Our man looks beck at life before he was sexy

AUGUSTA, KY., 1964:

“My sister and | are
on my dad’s 1959
Corvette. My mom
didn’t dress me up

a lot, so clearly there
was some event
goingon....llook
like Little Lord
Fauntleroy. | don’t
know why either of
usisin black velvet.”

AUGUSTA
HIGH '
SCHOOL, r
1979: “Thisis E
me as the centlpr
on my varsity |
basketball tea tn
At511" I was |
wthe W
in the school. 1
We were 1-and
25 my senior
year, the worst
teamin the "
state.”

'his :s my freshman year
: ll“-’v, dnd I (lcc‘h lcd to

can t Se e. but thc sh( s I'm
wearing are also fantastic,
sor-of a fishnet with whlte
sponge bottoms.”

SCHOOL PORTRAIT,
CA.1970: “This is when my
mom took her first crack at
cutting hair. She also made
all my clothes when | was
growing up, including a Fake

leather suit.”

GHT PAGE {CLOCKWISE FROM TOPF): SUZANNE MURPHY [SHOOTING STAR; EVERETT; JANET GOUGH/CELEBRITY PHOTO; MARK LEIWWVDAL/SHOOTING 5

LEFT PAGE: SPLASH NEWS {4} F




THE SEXY INTERVIEW

LOS ANGELES,
1985:

“I’m not actually
doing a commercial
for Raisin Bran. I'm
just fooling around.
| made those cur-
tains out of pillow-
cases. | didn’t have
any cash. It was my
first apartment, and
| was just getting
things started.”

“I have three chest
hairs. I got ripped off
in the chest-hair
department. Thet’s a
bad look too. But Z do
still have thzt leather

BEVERLY HILLS, 1989: “There’s my buddy Max,
and that’s my 1960 Oldsmobile Dynamic 88.

| gave that car to Noah Wyle. | was living with
Kelly Preston and doing the Roseanne show
then, and Max was a little baby pig. And now he’s
a hog. He's just hanging out.”

| WITH CONNIE
| SELLECCA

| INBABY TALK,
| 1990:

| “This worries me on
i somany levels. |

. think that'sa hatin

i my back pocket. If

! not, it’sabag of

| popcorn. Theteisno
i baby in there. It’s

| clearlyadelphin!”
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(Sarcasm alert!): The flip
side of being Sexiest Man
Aliveis... There’salotof pres-
sure. There are all the events you
have to show up for. The sash you
have to wear that is embarrassing,
There’s pressure to remain sexy.
That'’s why I do a lot of cosmetic
work. I've been doing a lot of
Botox, but I've also started on my
back and the back of my head so I
could see how it works. You should
see the back of my neck. So young.
So smooth, so wrinkle-free.

EXCLUSIVE! GEORGE REVEALS

| gotta say, this is 3 very big disappoint-
ment for Matt [Damon], because he did
run a very gocd czmpaign. The belief
is that he just -an out of money in
the end. fyoL've been around
him, you know he's sexy H's
eyes pop. They have 3
twinkle. He's got a gcod
smile. He's quite the
dancer. He does rock a
Speedo in Oceans 12
Because | was Sexies~ Men
Alive nirz2 years ago, in
1997, Mztt came 5 me for
advice—like a pol tician
would ge to Clintan—and
asked how he shculd run the cam-
paign. I'm afraid h2's goinc to th:nk that |
was using my influence to guietly, secretly
take him down. B.t rzally, Matl’s got a cou-
ple of years left befoxe it's time for him.

GEORGE
TO MATT:

“I think you should
go with the snake-

-skin suit and some

mousse and give a

sort of up-on-your-
_ toes pose”
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George Clooney on

THE BURDEN
OF BEING SEXY

This one’s going to be
hard for Brad since he’sbeen
Sexiest Man Alive twice. He’s
enjoyed that mantle. I'd say

iest Man Alive” to him and

go, “Two-time.” So that’s
been taken away. We used to call
him Two Time. So Brad’s going
to be upset too. Brad’s been
working out a lot. After Troy, he
thought he’d be named it a third
time—pull the hat trick, as we
called it. But for me, I'll tell him

y last hurrah.

Damonin
November
1997. Photo
provided by
George
Clooney.



