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Franciaccrta is worth c trio from Lake C ora for a fotr : f  3fllavisra, producer cf one of Italy’ s be;: sparklers. The vineyards are cdjacent to the winery’s magnificent hotel and spa.

TRAVELERS TO NORTHERN ITALY ARE SURETO DISCOVER
Franciacorta, Italy's family of sparding wines, fashionably quaffed 
everywhere from Milan to Lake Como Franc.acorta ._s also the name 
of the region of ¡rolling hills and vineyards on the southern shore of 
the largely wild Lake Iseo, about 4b miles northeast of Milar. It is 
worth a daytrip for tne top producers that cffer detailed tours ar.d im
pressive settings in which to en oy some of Italy’s best sparklers. A 
good reason to prolong the stay is L’Albereta* the magnificent wine 
country hotel and spa owned by the producer Bella vista, wish a res- 
tauran: overseen by venerable chef Gualtierc Marchesi.

Franciacorta is unique in Italy— its ihe only appellation to require 
the classic, Champagne-style method of secondary fermentation in 
the bottle. An appellation since 1967 Franciacorta sparkling wme, 
dominated by Charoonnay blended with Knot Blanc and PinctNoir, 
was awarded DCCG status 13 years ago. The area also m ake still 
whites a ad reds abeled as Terre d> Franciacoita oi Curtefranca.

The wine region stretches from the southern shore of the lake down 
to the autoroute from Milan. "The principal town of the region, 
Erbusco, feels like a sprawling suburb, anO the lake is less dramatic 
than Lake Como but the natu ral scenery is gorgeous and the region 
is quieter and more down to earth. In the small town of Iseo. an the 
southern shore, a long promenade hags the waterfront. Moving out 
into the vineyards and forests of the countryside, you 11 find wineries 
that ofle: a warm and personal welcome.

Bellavista
ViaBeiavista, 5 , Emumo Telephone (39) 030-77-62'CTO Web s te 
www.beilovistawine.it Open Mor.da> so Frida-', muxs by appointment 
only Cost Tour anc tasting free

Bellev sta is the name of s p rom henth i Noe perch with viewsof

roll.ng vineyards and Lake Iseo, aoout4 m les away. It’s home to 
Stal an construction magnate Vittorio Moretti, and it’s also the name 
o f the winery that sprouted here in the 70s behind Moretti’s ̂ o use. 
(His lav sh resort, L’Albereta, is o r another end of the Bellavista h il l) 
“ he winery, overseen by one of Italy’s top enologists, Mattia Vezzofa, 
is modern but s jb tle  anc natural. Tours, by appointment, last two 
nours and include detailed explanations of Franciacorta winemaking, 
Bom single-vineyard vinification to barrel aging, remuage and bot
tling. T~e tour ends with a glass o = Franciacorta in a rmooern casting 
bar under wineglass chandeliers. Bellavista makes five Francis corf as 
=nc three white still wines; there are no direct sales.

Ca* del Bosco
Via AIbcno Zcnellc, 13, Erbusco Telephone (39) 030-77-66-136 Web site 
uJww.cccklbosco.com  Open Monday to Friday, tours at 10:30 a.m. and 3 p .n .; 
Saturday and Sunday, tours ct I I  a.m. and 3 p.m Cost Tour and tascug$22

Ca’ cel Boscc is the brainchild of Maurizic Zanella, who has spent 
"is adu-c life anc a fortune turning the famiy farm and “house in the 
woods’  into a thriving, ultramodern wme «cate. Zanella’s bo-!d state
ment starts at the winery's bronze gate, which is also a sculptural 
work entitled “hymn to the Sun,” 1 he first c f many monumercal 
scu p tues scattered through the site. The dramatic stone rerzuage 
cellars ( where you learn that the bottles are curned daily by fe male 
hands only) are Ouried more than 200 feet under a manmade bill 
topped oy Zanella's helicopter pad. Constructed with plenty o f glass, 
sceel ard Mi an r ightclub-inspirec lighting, the winery is croud to 
snow o= state-cf-the-art machines such as nitrogen-bottling ch am
bers that guarantee oxygen-free botthng. “ he one-hour cour ends 
""it hi a g ass of F'anciacorta in the attractive wine-tastinc boutique, 
whi ch sells the estate’s six Franciacortas, as well as four red cab e 
w ines ard two whites.

— Roberz C im uto
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stay at the hotel isn’t in your budget, soak up 
the ambience at lunch or dinner, either in the 
main dining room overlooking the lake and 
garden or on the shaded lakeside terrace. The 
bow-tie-and-white-jacket service is as smooth 
as an Italian soccer team; the cuisine is refined 
Italian and international. The entrées, which 
feature lake fish as well as other seafood, veni
son and beef, are lightly sauced and subtly 
spiced so as not to offend picky palates. For 
the octopus salad, the cephalopods are mari
nated in milk and then shaved into thin, melt- 
in-your-mouth slices. Risotto with pumpkin 
flowers and provola cheese was perfectly al 
dente. The wine list, while not long, solidly 
represents Italy as well as France’s major re
gions. At lunchtime, a popular choice is the 
Conti Sertoli Salis Torre della Sirena 2006 
($53). A selection of 10 Barolos tops out with 
Vietti Villero Riserva 2001 ($463).

Tie pi ¿tie Hi i la d’ Este is (e m ib iio  spares nc luxury, from the grand suites (pictured I r e )  to tb e a s 'k ie  c t  in 
tfae giestroemrcs. Its La Yeraica Ktfaurant offss a similar anbUrce and is o:en to the p joiic as 'veil as :•  hotel guests.

Grand Hotel Tremezzo Palace
Via Regina, 8, Tremezzo Telephone (39) 034-44-24-91 Web site 
www.tremezzopalace.com Rooms 92 Suites 2 Rates $333—$2fi59

The most modern feeling of Lake Como’s Grand Hoiels, t~e 
Tremezzo Palace recently added a spa with massage pools over
looking the lake and a wine bar with more than 200 se-ect-cns. The 
sole physical defect of this century-old hotel is the zwc-lare read 
separating it from its attractive swimming pool and deck, which floa" 
on the lake. The hotel backs onto an elaborate period garoen with 
another swimming pool and pizza bar. The generously sized scorns 
include some of the area’s nicest updated styles: parquet floors and 
tastefully sponged walls with brocaded bedding and gold-namec 
artwork. Classic doubles face the garden and have newly ra-evated 
marble bathrooms with separate tubs and showers—luxuries mrsang 
from the superior rooms. The service at the main restaurant, La 
Terrazza, can be scattered and the food pricey anc bla nd; ta^e toe 
nearby ferry to Bellagio for dinner.

Hotel Florence

Even though T s a  century o-d, fremezzc Pelace is the Bros* modtrr ing of Lake 
Coma's Grarsc Hotels. The attractive swimmng poo) aid deck f'oat atop th i lake itsell

drawn ce dbrities throux^hthe years, from Greia Garbc to Hadonna 
Clark Gab e to Woody A len. Palatial in scale, the vi le shelters a col
lection of grand salons, monumental oil pa n t i^ s  anc jewelry bou
tiques. The scrawling gardens boast Renaissance narole mosaics, 
a spring-fed fountan that drips vafcer dowr 130 crarite basins, and

Piazza Mazzini, 46, Bellagio Telephone (39) 031-95-03-^2 Web s te 
www.hotelflorencebellagio.it Rooms 27 Suites 3 Rates o206—$382

a series o f 'eolica fcrt'rf cations built for the Ncpo eor c general who 
onc-e livec here. There’s a modem health center, a beeuty spa, tennis

If you prefer the atmosphere of an intimate boutzque hote:, the b 
your place for a getaway in Bellagio. Run by the same feml y fer more 
than a century and located between the shops and cafes cf the lake- 
front, Hotel Florence sets the mood with gracious common moms 
plush velvet chairs in bold colors and a roof garden that ins p ies ei- 
surely breakfasts. Rooms boast parquet floors and car opied teds anc 
are decorated with bold, designer fabrics. The best ha*e lake views ard 
terraces. There is neither a pool nor air conditioning atthishotal, but 
there is a small spa.

courts, excarsive walking and jogging trails and a sm sllpc 't next to 
the pool, wh ch floats stop the a-:e. Rooms ate pai ntec n pastels and 
appointed with ant ques, reprod.ctions a^d s rtiq u e a rt Bathrooms 
are done in marble, a rd  some ha -e separate showers, “ he two-bed- 
room, thnea-bath Card nal suite has a terrace b g enough to host a 
cocktail party fer 50. it s ashorf walkto thevi'laga ox Csmobbio, but

j many guests prefer to take their ^erraris.

i France-based writer Robert C a m e o  is the anther o f Corkscrewed: 
Adventures in  the New French A’ine Cc-untrv, turtcY <wil be 
published by ~he U nevenuy o f N ekrcska  Press ir. Noteir.cer.

Villa cTEste
Villa Regina, 40, Cemobbio Telephone (39) 031-34-81 Web sBe wwve. 
villadeste.it Rooms 84 Suites 68 Rates $720-$4,529

An address as famous as Lake Como itself, Villa d ’Este sn 1 so 
much a hotel as a storybook cocoon that has insp rec hype^o 'e  ard

Checkout WireSpectetor.com’s Dining 
& “ravel seezior :o get n ho*-nation on 

hotals, restaurants and wineries n majorwine regions around the 
woild. Go to wwvtwjhespeclazof.com/103303.
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