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|I ITALY : LAKE C.OMC.I]

Franciacerta is worth ¢ trin from Lake Como for a four t 3ellavis-a, producer cf one of Italy’s bes: smrkle’s. The vinayards are zdjacent to the winerv’smagnilicenl hotel and spa.

TRAVELERS TO NORTHERN ITALY ARE SURZ TO DISCOVER
Franc acorta, Italy’s family of gparding wines, fzsh onably quaffed
everywkere from M:lan to Laxe Como. Franc acorta s also the name
of the region of rolling hilk and vineyard: on the southern shore of
the largely wild *ake Iseo, about 4% miles northeas: of Milar. t is
worth a daytrip for the top produzars thar cffer detailed tours ard im-
pressive settings in which to ervoy somz of Italy’s best sparklers. A
good rezson to probong the stay is CAlberzta, the magnificert wine
count=y hotel and spa ownad Sv the prod:.c2- Bellavista, wih a res-
taurari: overseen by venerzblz chef Gualtierc Ma=chesi.

Frarciacorta is unique in I@aly—its the arly appellation tc require
the classic, Champegne-stvle meth=d of s2ccndary fermentarion in
the boztle. An appellation since %7 Franciacorta sparkling wine,
domir.ated by Charaonnay bleaded with Pinot Blanc and Pinet Noir,
was awarded DCCG status 13 yeaws zgo. The area also makes still
whites aad reds ‘abeled as Terre di Franciacosta or Curtefrar:cz.

The wine region s-retches fitom thz southerr: shore of the lake dcwn
to the autoroutz from Milan. The principzl town of the region,
Erbusco, feels lik= a sprawlinz suburb, anc the lake is less dramatic
than Lake Como. hut the ratiral scensry is zorgeous and the ragion
is quiete- and more down to earch. 'n the =mall town of Iseo, on the
southerr shore, a long promerade hugs the waterront. Moving sut
into thz vineyards and forests of the countryside, you'll find wineries
that orfe: a warm and perscnzl welcome.

Bellavista

Via Belevista, 5, Erousco Telephone (39) 03C-77-62-C00 Web s-te
www. be levistawine.it Open Mor.das o Fricax, sours by eppeintment
only Cost Tour anc testing free

Bellav:sta is tha name of & prominent hilsige perch with views of
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rolling vinevards.and Lake Iseo, about 4 m les away. It's home to

Ital an zonszruczion magnzte Vittorio Moretti, and it’s also th= nrame
of the winery that sprouted here in the '705 behind Moretti's =o-se.
(His lav'sh rasort, L'Albereta, is or another end of the Be!lavisiahill.)
~he wi~ery, ove-seen by one of Italy’s top enologists, Mattia ezzola,
is mod=rn but subtle anc mnatural. Tours, by appointment, last -wo
fiours and include detailed explarations oi Franciacorta wine naking,
From sinigle-vineyard vinification to barrel aging, remuage and bot-
Hing. T-e tour ends with a glass o° Franciacorta in a mocern tasting
2ar uncer wineglass chandeliers. Bellavista makes five Franciacorias
=nc three white still wines; there ere no direct sales.

Ca’ del Bosco

via Albcao Zenelle, 13, Erbusco Telephone (29) 030-77-66-136 Web site
wiww.catelbosco.com Open Monday wo Friday, to-rs at 10:30 a.am. and 3 p.m.;
sanxdar and Sunday, towrs a= Fl a.m. ind 3 p.m  Cost Tour and taséng $22

Ca’ cel Boscc is the brainchild of Mzurizic Zanella, who has spert
~is adul: life anc a fortune turning the fami-y farm and “hous= inthe
woods” inta a trriving, ul:ramodesn w.ne es-ate. Zanella's bo'd state-
Tent starts at the winery’s bronze gatz, which is also a sculptural
work entitled “Fymn to the Sun,” the first of many monumer=zal
scu'ptures scatt=red thrcugh the site. The dramatic stona re—uage
cellars ¢ where you learn that the kottles are zurned daily by female
hands only) are buried more than 200 feet under a manmadzhill
topoec by Zanella's helicopter pad. Construzted with plenty of glass,
steel ard Milan rightclub-inspirec lighting, the winery is oroLd io
snow o~ state-cf-the-art machines such as nitrogen-bottling -ham-
Ebers that guarartee oxygen-free bottling. The one-hour our ends
with a g ass of Franciacortz in the attractiva wine-tastinc bo tique.
whizh sells the estate's six Franciacortas, as well as four red =be
win2s and two whites.

—Raober: Camuto
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stay at the hotel isn't in your budget, soak up
the ambience at lunch or dinner, either in the
main dining room overlooking the lake and
garden or on the shaded lakeside terrace. The
bow-tie-and-white-jacket service is as smooth
as an ltalian soccer team; the cuisine is refined
Italian and international. The entrées, which
feature lake fish as well as other seafood, veni-
son and beef, are lightly sauced and subtly
spiced so as not to offend picky palates. For
the octopus salad, the cephalopods are mari-
nated in milk and then shaved into thin, melt-
in-your-mouth slices. Risotto with pumpkin
flowers and provola cheese was perfectly al
dente. The wine list, while not long, solidly
represents Italy as well as France's major re-
gions. At lunchtime, a popular choice is the
Conti Sertoli Salis Torre della Sirena 2006
($53). A selection of 10 Barolos tops out with
Vietti Villero Riserva 2001 ($463).

4 WHERE TO STAY f

Grand Hotel Tremezzo Palace
Via Regina, 8, Tremezzo Telephone (39) 034-44-24-G]1 Web s te
www. tremezzopalace.com Rooms 92 Suites 2 Rates $333-32,059

The most modern feeling of Lake Como’s Grand Hozels, t~e
Tremezzo Palace recently added a spa with massage pools avar-
looking the lake and a wine bar with more than 200 se‘ect:.cnz. The
sole physical defect of this century-old hotel is the twc-lare ~cad
separating it from its attractive swimming pool and deck, wiiich floa:
on the lake. The hotel backs onto an elaborate period garcen with
another swimming pool and pizza bar. The generously sized tooms
include some of the area’s nicest updated styles: parquat flozrs ard
tastefully sponged walls with brocaded bedding and gold-"ramec
artwork. Classic doubles face the garden and have newly rercveted
marble bathrooms with separate tubs and showers—luxuries msgng
from the superior rooms. The service at the main restaranti, La
Terrazza, can be scattered and the food pricey anc blend; ta<e tne
nearby ferry to Bellagio for dinner.

Hotel Florence
Piazza Mazzini, 46, Bellagio Telephone (39) 031-95-03-=2 Web s te
www.hotelflorencebellagio.it Rooms 27 Suites 3 Rates 3206-§382

If you prefer the atmosphere of an intimate bout que hote, this B
your place for a getaway in Bellagio. Run by the same fami'y fcr more
than a century and located between the shops and cafés cf the lake-
front, Hotel Florence sets the mood with gracious common rooms.
plush velvet chairs in bold colors and a roof gardenthzt inspirss ‘e
surely breakfasts. Rooms boast parguet floors and caropied tedsand
are decorated with bold, designer fabrics. The best have lake siews ana
terraces. There is neither a pool nor air conditioning at this he*2l, but
there is a small spa.

Villa d’Este

Villa Regina, 40, Cernobbio Telephone (39) 031-34-8]1 Web sie www.
villadeste.it Rooms 84 Suites 63 Rates $720-$4,529

An address as famous as Lake Como itself, Villad'Este isn1so
much a hotel as a storybook cocoon that has insp rec qype-2o'earc

Tae palatizl vila ¢’Este in Cernobaio spares nc luxary, from the grand suiles (pictured here) to the anticue et in
the guestrooms. Ifs La Yeranca eestaurant offers a similar anhience and is ozen to the pulic as well as :» hatel guests.

Even thougl 'sa century o'd, [ramezzc Pzlace is the mos: moderr. f22'ing of Lake
Coma's Granc Hctels. The at-ractive swimming pool and deck float aiop th= lake itself

drawn ce ebrities throudgh the years, from Greza Garb< to Madonna
Clark Gab & to ‘Woody A'len. Palztial in scale, the vi'lz shelt=rs a col-
lection of 2rand salons, monunrental oil pa ntings enz jewelry bou-
tigues. The sorawlirg ga-dens bcast Renaissance marolz mosaics,

a spring-fed founta n that drips water dow 130 crarite basins, and
a series of edliza fcrtif cations bLilt for th= Nepo'eon © general who
once lived here. There’s a moderm health center, & besuty spa, tennis
courts, exzarsive walking and jogzing trails andasm:sllpc-t nextto
the pool, whch floats atop the 'a«e. Roomr s ar= paintec n pastels and
appointed with ant-ques, reprod._ctions a~d ertique art. Bathrooms
aredonein marble, ard some Fa.€ separate showers. The two-bed-
room, thre2-bzth Card'nal suite has aterrace b'g2nougn to host a
cocktail pzrty for 50. k's ashor: welk to the vi'llagz of Zernabbio, but
many gussts prefer to take their =erraris.

France-baszd writer Robert Camuzo is the ae:ther of Corzscrewed:
Adventures in the New French Wine Countre, whicf. wil. be
puHished By -he Unwersity of Nebveska Press ir. Novem.cer.

3 Chekout WireSpactetor.com’s Dining
w‘ TOP.LOM g ~ravel sectior o gst nformatiom on
hotsls, restaurants anc wineries in majorwine regions a-ound the
woild. Goto www.winespectazsncom/103103.
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