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Franciacorta
It’s not Prosecco and it’s not Champagne, but it is worth seeking out, says 
Jane Parkinson, who reveals the long-hidden merits of this Italian sparkling wine

THE LOCALS OF Lombardy 
might not appreciate this 
comparison. but 
Franciacorta is bast 
summod up as Italy's 
answer to CnampaciiW It's a 
high-callbro sparkferg wine 
that ’s crafted Into many 
cuvées, lt‘s aged fa' many 
months on its lees 
post-fermentation. and Is 
made in the traditional 

method - predominantly with Cherdcnnay but often with 
Pinot Nero and. decreasingty, Pinot Bianco, it’s delicious, 
underrated and under valued

Unfit now Its relative anonymity has been a ctaste 
European win* taie ol («rated production exhausted by local 
demand, but recently ttie Franciacorta producers haw 
started to spread their wings, explain ng me w«e by 
clarifying what d « not,

m otlwt words, it is not the Italian Hast with which most 
people are familiar (Prosecco), nor is it the highfalutin 
sparking wine with which mo« people we familiar 
(Champagne - arid even though French vocabulary is 
profifir on hi wine labels, Franciacorta moit certainly has an 
identity of Its own). However, as oeiectabie as its Brut 
non-vmtogos, rosatos and prestige cuvées can be. its 
identity is best illustrated through two particular cuvées.
Satèn and Non Dosato

Satan (meaning satin) was a tenu coined by local 
producer Bcliavista on account of the style's sifley bubbles, 
with less sugar in the AquMrdeOrage to start die sec ond 
fermentation. SalOn's pressure - and therefore bubble 
strength * is much lets than m mo« Champagnes. 
Consequently Satèn has a soft texture, suggesting it is 
easier to digest and more aporcachabie to drink. Nor are 
these Satén's only virtues, for 4s drv style end Chardonoay 
dominant composition also tick today's wme-rrend boxes.

‘Satin’s dry 
style and 
Chardonnay- 
dominant 
composition 
tick today’s 
wine-trend 
boxes’

Jane Parkinson n a member 
of The Wine Gong ond 
writes tar Restaurant and 
Stylist maga/rpes

Tfmt m m  mre the best 
o f those tostoa with UK 
M.tot>:iny at a trade testing 
Of Franciacorta wires m 
t  onriort in July 2013

F v M d e tiH to fU K  
stockists. SWPU9

For all these reasons, many oeiieve Saten should be lauded 
as Franciacorta's signature style

Nevertheless, Non Dosato Franciacorta was recently 
desenood as the key' to the region by the president of the 
Franciacorta comer zio. Mourizio Zanelia. Non Dosato - 
whereby no extra sugar s added atter disgorgement of the 
wine - was mad* famous by Champagne producers and Its 
advocate* during the last decade or so. *r.a yet it’s been a 
successful «no consistent style for most Franciacorta 
producer s mes* past 50 years.

This idylfcc winemaking patch in Lombardy that's 
encased by the Alpine fnothtUs. dotted with 16th-century 
palaces, and borders cake iseo is the stuff of dreams, so 
whether if* beauty, mstory. identity or Devour. 
FrafKiaccra s got the lot B

Parkinson’s top wines

Fratelli Beriucchi, Satén 2008
18,5/20 (95/100)

£28 vmiHMum
Sticking to tradition with a 30% portion of Pinot 
Bianco. Classy, with a fiorai tweak on the nose 
and a soft yellow plum piale with elegant texture 
and bubbles. Ortnk 2014-2013 Alcohol 12.5%

Monte Rossa, Cabochon Brut 2005
18.5(95)

£51 Vkv ««nan
The urtou* s.ae of Frandacerta, this n fun of 
toasted nuts, caramel and butter with nut brill« 
on tn« no« and palate Youthful energy and 
bubbles Cut with toasty depth for flavour
Drink 2014-20» Ale 12,5%

Bellavista, Gran Cuvée Brut Satén
NV 18(93)
£44.99-£54.10 msonur. sxiro, Th» r«« w«m
Co. wmebear
A rwndseme non-vintage wine Textured layers 
of citrus with a malty lees flavour iencitvj « extra 
weight and depth Carsmebsed nutty richness. 
But fresh too Drink 2014-2020 Ak 12.5%
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Biondelti, Satén NV is (93)
£26.95 «wry Bros*Rudd
A Wane de Wanes C hardonnay with 24 month* on 
its lees. Firm mmeraiity to the patate with vibrant 
lemon trait and a nice caty devour on the finish. 
Drink 2014-2018 Ak 12.5%

Fratelli Beriucchi, Pas Dosé 2008
17.5(91)

£28 Vkv «aluni
A toasty bug in a glass. This b mostly Chardonnay 
and Pinot Bianco with up to 15% Pinof Nero. A 
palate of lemon curd on toast with line bubbles, 
as wen as a bite of sour grapefruit freshness. 
Drink 2014-20» Ak 12 5S

Ca’ del Bosco, Zero Dosage 2008
17(90)
£48 Eurowimi, Vi« HaliaM 
A zingy. three graou blend of Pinot Nero. P-not 
Bkmco and Chardonnay aged for 40 months on 
Its lees. A seanng mineral clarity to the palate 
heightened by fresh apple flavours and a tour 
citrus note Drink 2014-20» Ak 12.5%

Monte Rossa, Prima Cuvée Brut NV
17 (90)
£29.50 Vini ItUUni
A greet exempt« of a sprightly non-Vintage brut 
Gentle faz, soft textured layers but with enough 
citrus grip to make K interesting to the last drop. 
Ortnk 2014-2018 Ak 12.5%

Ca' del Bosco, Prestige Cuvée 
Brut NV 16 5 (88)
£25-£28 Eurovnrwi.H*rd 1« rind Wine», MWtiima
With a good doso of reserve wines in the Wend 
it’s unsurprisingly rich, with tropical pineapple 
and mange notes on the no«. One of the hz/iest 
Franciacorta*. with a strong biscuit-flavoured 
pirate. Drink 2014- 2019 Ak 12.5%

Fratelli Beriucchi, Brut 2008 is (93)
£19.99 Mentavi
Excellent vaio* *w money. Delicato buttery 
bdocne notes with a grapefruit crispness and a 
savoury, salty edge. A long and elegant finish. 
Drink 2014-2018 Ale 125%

II Mosnel, Brut NV7.S(9t)

£19.50 Vlmiraflart
This would be wonderful enjoyed with a few 
cnurik* of Grans Padano cheese. Tangy and 
floral with a lemon biscuit delicacy throughout 
Or Ink 2014-2016 Ak UN

Cavaileri, Blanc de Blancs NV 17 (SO)
£29.95 8*ft»8»oiititaKW
A nch Chardonnay with a distinct toasty edge to 
the tight citrus fruit that dominate* the palate. 
Crisp and clean with a refined texture and ripe 
fruit. Drink 2014-20» AlC 12,5%

Villa Franciacorta, Satin 2009 7  (90)
£20 Ttv»««Wag
A Wane de Wanes Cnardooney with boundless 
energy Pungent appk btossom and magnolia 
aromas with a creamy smoothness to the 
texture and a cut of delicate atrus on the finish. 
Drink 2014-2018 Ak 12.5*

Barone Plzzlni, Rosé 2009 7  (90)

£24 vmrsgvkoM*
A handsome Pinot Nero with 36 months on its 
lees. Although there's plenty of fkhnett from the 
cte*k red truit and earthy layers, it’s still hugely 
refreshing Drink 2014-2020 Ak 12.3%

Bellavista, Brut NV 7  5 (91)
£26.99*£29.95 Hery.nv»Mch. Slum
Scartati wires, The Secret Cato*, WkwM«r. wweetrttt
Elegant, floral Chardonnay boater «s by 20% 
Pinot Nero A gentle foajty richness balanced bv 
perky bubbles Drink 7014-20» Ak 12.5%

Ca’ del Bosco, Cuvée Annamaria 
Clementi 200417(00;
£61.67-£69 eu— m.. fim a r m  «n,
Lcts of havour and torture nere, wtth v«y 
assertive U oshness frodi tne bubbiev Devotopad 
note» of toasted cmo nuts with a ¡onq. per sruem 
finish. Drink 2014-2020 Ak 12.5%

Il Mosnel, EBB Extra Brut 2008
7(90)
£33.50 VIN Itaaaw
100% Cnardonnay aged in berrioue. Crisp 
irwwraiity cuts htrough »he butrery boxed appte 
and briache flavours Devious with pork revio« 
and sage butte: Drink 20i4-2020 Ak 0%

Barone Pizzini, Brut NV 16.5(88) 

£19.99 Vietava Roots
From ur* of Frercsacorta's few organic 
producers, a Çharconnay with 10% Pinot Nero. 
Sert and sinewy with lively faz and a round, 
buttery finish. Drink 2014-207 Ak 7%

Monte Rossa, Rosé Brut NV i? (90) 

£38.50 ve* «ebani
A characterful rosato »aulì strong row petal and 
creamy aromas. Very e'egant «tint* with » «ce 
cranberry jukinees and a delicate lightness of 
touch to the bubbles. Drink 2014-20« Ak 13.5%
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